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COVER PHOTO Basal monecte of flesh ate maser whitteend Nceented Sundew): 
This 18 one of the five’ carnivorous Drosera that grow in the Bendigo district. 
The leaves. are covered with sticky glandular hairs that trap small insects, 
upon which it feeds. . Photo: Graham Hill. 
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Articles from Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be poser 
from the Bendigo Field Naturalists bene! and acknowledgment given to the 
author and the Club. 


All back numbers except Vol. 3(40) a are available, ata aes of 50 cents each. 
Complete sets of Vols 1-2 and 4-6 can be supplied ata cost of $5.00 per 
volume. (Resi: 7 not included in the above prices): 


2. 
CONSERVATION . HESTOHNS {oy THE WHIPSTICK -— PART 2 CORTES) HAG SUB “URGES 


ee ee aca in tem. 


The other important factor,at,this. time was, the establiatment, aay ane issues, 
before, of;.the.clubs magazine, - "The Bendigo. Naturalist". Jack Kellan, 

Bob Allen, ‘Tom Patullo, Frank and myself. were on. this first publishing 
committee, It was Tom's special expertise as a printer (Clearads between 
Cambridge Press and Bendirso Advertiser ) that facilitated the commencement 

of this most important journal, and the means of publishing the Surveys 

of the Whipstick in nine pe rts, (plus one revision and the Sebastian Gold- 
Rush) between 1967 and-1973°1 might add that during ‘my term as Secretary 
between 1970 and 1976 this facility was of immense help in providing instant 
Maps and documentation on the Whipstick when its conservation campaign peaked, 
yet again. 


It's ironical ‘that as Seog: surveys gained jameson tO add ‘scientific ne 
reasoning for a National reane? this side of the campaign dwindled as ce 
as it started, 4 BT eate 


I should; have mentioned before,that much of the Whipstick had: been. Betertin 
alienated (lease-purchase schemes ) but because some blocks had not met 
development requirements (the scrub was pretty hard to clear and make 
productive around the turn of. the century:) they reverted to the crown. a: 
This is why we had such a disjointed core of blocks remaining along the mooneet 
central skeleton of the Whipstick, to which more recently land has had to be 
purchased to join up and make the State Park viable. According to the late 

Mr Ollie Hartland, it was due to representation by the Eucalyptus distillers . 
that the remaining Crown blocks and reverted blocks were given some measure 

of protection as "Eucalyptus Oil Reserve". Menbers dF “the Eucalyptus Distillers' 
Association, and local operators and landholders in particular,’ were very 
concerned: about the possible implications of a Whipstick National Park on; 

their operations and livelihood. Whilst they supported the B.F.N.C. in its 
efforts to prevent alienation of the crown lands, and supporting some form 

of conservation reserve, naturally they did not wish to have their activities 
€urtailed while there was ‘at Teast ‘some chance of reviving “the oil industry.” 
(It had often been subject to flictuations, and picked up’ again, ). 


Frank was very conscious of the ‘needs of ‘the utilisers of public “land, 

the eucalyptus cutters, timber getters and apiarists. This Bonsidertion at 
times modified his thrust to what otherwise would have been an all out for 

a National Parks The B.F.N.C. was also well aware of the role played by the 
local harvesters, and their sympathetic support to at least some means of 
protecting the Whipstick. Frank also had free access, encouragement and 
hospitality,. sometimes meals TERE when ‘mapping; the private land owned... 
by these people. 


This left: cthe lub ‘in a. sre he as how to marry Tine mene of ciate - 
harvesters with National Park proposals, A state of indecision:that was to. . 
recurrently Plague the elub, in particular its committee, for years No Come... 


More recently~ the ‘reorganisation of the rival. factions of various Government 
departments into the single Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands 
has eliminated much that contributed at times, to the dilema of the Bendigo 
Field Naturalists. 


In 1966 the alternatives for the Whipstick were complex, Mastetance and advice 
was sought. ‘from the body of which the B.F.N.C; had sbeeny a founding EME ea - 
the Victorian National Parks Association (V.N.P.A.). 
Our secretary Jack Ipsen was greatly concerned about the prospects of 

having the Whipstick crown lands protected, and he suggested inviting his 

old friend, Ros Garnet, who was secretary of the V.N.P.A., to inspect the 
Whipstick and offer advice, 
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_ CONSERVATION HISTORY.OF THE WHIPSTICK — PART 2 


3. 


continued. 
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On a bleak wintry day Tom Patullo and myself had the privilege of accompanying 
Jack .Ipsen, Frank Robbins, Jack Kellam Bob Allen:and guest Ros Garnet on an 
inspection of~the Bagshot/Whirrakee area under threat. After travelling out on 
the Bagshot North road we arrived at what is now colloquially referred to as 
the "Bigz-Desert". It was with some despair that we looked westwards across 


‘inthe serublands Robertson had purchased, towards the adjoining Whirrakee 


Crown Lands on the horizon, and Leon Reudin's property. 


_Tom.and I were armed with small cement trowels and newspaper. We were keen 


native plant cultivators and had heen invited in view of the pending clearing 
of the land, to take our pick, It was some infintessimal compensation ~ 
compared to the destruction that was soon to commence, %.~ 


Ros Garnet made a number of suggestions as to how the adjoining erown lands’ 
could be saved from alienation and reserved, and promised to send a detailed 
letter outlining all the possible type of reserves we could seek, and the 


pros and cons of each, We then drove through the Bagshot mallee ona pleasant 


Atundulating ‘track and in country that dropped’in a hollow at the centre to: 


take us past Burnside's old eucalyptus factory and then through to the” 
Tennyson Road, Sadly this area of about 3,000 acres or so has now been long 
since cleared, although it is surprising how quickly, even still, regeneration 


can take place. One smaller section of the "Big Desert", allotment 18 of ves 
Whirrakee C, has regenerated and provides a useful link or: buffer: between 
géetions of the: new Kamarooka State Park, and extends also from Leon Ruedin's 
land. It ig to be hoped perhaps one day the "Big Desert" will be allowed 

to become a "Little Desert", The land has changed hands several times over 
the years and appears to, be of very marginal value to agriculture. 


te Ar 


Robertson's area was but; the-first to be followed in the Goornong/Bagshot — 
section by other developers with large scale clearing. It leaves little <> 
doubt in my mind that the introduction of the I.D.0. was an important 


protective measure to the balance of. the Whipstick greenbelt, which-otherwise 


today would have been greatly fragmented, — 


Within a short time of that depressing excursion, Ros Garnet did forward his 
very comprehensive letter. (3/10/66). He outlined the various possible 
reserves we could seek including that of a forest park; although there was 
some reason why it was not recommended as first choice, I forget now, but it 
may have been that the area under discussion was Crown Land, not Reserved 
Forest. © i ; 


The reserve Ros Garnet did recommend was a Fauna and Flora Conservation 
Reserve under the Lands Act, whore provisions gould probably be arranged for 
the Eucalyptus cutters and Apiarists. However there were also several 
drawbacks. There would he no financial assistance from the department, but 
by law,. money would be required for a warden, fencing, administration 


_expenses, track and fire-break maintenance, picnic facilities for:visitors etc.. 


Thus, quite understandably, plans for a Whipstick park again dwindle. 
When I was President of the B.F.N.C. in 1968 I tried to rekindle interest 
in proposals) for a Whipstick National, Park with, positive action, 


“I even wrote:to the:Director of National Parks, Dr.Smith to see if there was 


any way the National) Parks. Authority could,act on the Whipstick, and yet 
still accommodate the Eucalyptus cutters, a little like the Yanakie agistment 
arrangement in the extension of Wilson's Promontory National Park. While I 
was at it I asked about the chances of having Mallee Fowl re-introduced into 
the Whipstick, (and pre-empted something I didn't. know about, and something 
mone of us know about, still. ) SBC he 1s. 


4. 
CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK -.PART 2 . continued . 


However the response was to no avail, The problem of accommodating the. 
Eucalyptus cuttersin sich a park could not be resolved, or passed over. - 
Frank was always optiniistic that in the long term, when the oil industry. 
was finished, .that the National Parks Authority could take over. Bray oh 8 
I was more concerned that in the shorter term the land would. pass: over: from. : 
locals to developers and be cleared well before the N.P.A. could achieve: Frank's 
goal, 4 


» : é 
However in 1969 opportunity came again, 1970 was deemed to be the conservation 
year for the Jaycee movement, Ken Lindrea with whom I worked, was President 
of the Bendigo Chapter of Jaycees. He asked me to suggest a suitable local 
conservation program for his club to be involved in. My recommendation was” 
obvious; Ken suggested the project should be a joint venture between the - 
Bendigo ‘Jaycees-and the Bendigo Field Naturelists Club. This was agreed upon 
sby-the respective committees of the two otganisations, a sub-committee set . 
up, and-a.."Whipstick Seminar" mdoted for October 1970. - 

This was.the turning point in the whole coriservation history of the Whipstick — 
as-will be seen in the next series. Seth SRL WEL 

“It is sufficient for me to conclude now by saying the Field Naturalists were 
now placed in a position where they had to formulate-a new broad Whipstick’ 
conservation policy. ei cette ivieul cole bets I 


In February 1970 the B.F.N.C. made the following policy decision, after muc 
prompting and expert chairmanship by President, Mr Ted Thompson. 


Policy of the B.F.N.C. re Whipstick Scrub Feb. 1970. 
Ll. The B.F.N.C. affirms ite support for “the xéusabienation of all crown 
lands in the Whipstick scrub. va 


9° "rhe B.F.N.C. is in favour of declaration of the present crown lands as a 
National Park, provided that the present status of the Eucalyptus distillers 
‘and Apiarists is. maintained, because: - . c 
(a) The activities of the distillers and apiarists enhances the growth 

of the local flora. : 


(b) The distillers and apiarists keep open access tracks and roads. 

(¢c) Only small areas. are operated at a time. 

(a) Such areas are used only every two or three years. 

(e) The distillers and apiarists have. held leases in many cases, up to 

50 ‘years. . e : i. 

(£)°These people are local people, ali of them conservationists and © - 
“naturalists just as interested in preserving the fauna and flora as 
"the Field Naturalists. They are not disinterested representatives of 

_, large remote companies. L . c 

(g@) These industries have returned licence and royalty fees to various 
_. Government departments, Such revenue would continue to accrue to the 
. «National Park, aiding in its maintenance, 


There is but one other bright note concluding the decade of the 1960's. 

When the state elections were held, Sir William McDonald suffered:a crushing 
+ defeat and.was ousted. The shaken Bolte regime became Conservation conscious, 
the bittle.Desert was declared a National Park. A blue print was announced 
--for:the investigation of all public land in Victoria for the prime setting 
“up of various conservation. reserves by a newly set up body - the "Land ..,, 
Conservation Council of Victoria" (L.C.C.). A sympathetic Hamer /Borthwick 
team began to make their presence felt in the wake of old Black Jack, .. 


by Peter Ellis. 
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WESTERN NICTOR IAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION |. 


CAMPOUT 28-30 AUGUST 1987 
LITTLE DESERT LODGE, WINIAM (near Nhill): 


A ‘ 


The 1987 Spring Campout has been planned so that everyone is Rogether 
irrespective of the type of accommodation they prefer, and to make driving 
unnecessary for those who do not’ wish to use their vehicles during the period: 
of the campout. 


-Camp Aetivities - Programs will: be planned but: optional, including the following 


* Guided and self-guided “push ‘walks in private serub and the adjoining 
Little Desert National Park, 


* Watch malleé fowl “working. 


* Bush rambles with’ SpEOREIDL yy for bird photography - - mallee eee eae water 
birds on the lake, 


* Friendly conviviality on Sain and Saturday nights in the latge 2 atnine/ 
. Meeting room with openifire place. ‘((Lodge-has.a BYO Licence). 


* Those who wish may visit Mt Arapilies, Little Desert National Park or 
Jane Duff Reserve all within about an half hour drive. 


* Optional extra, half, three quarter or full: day four-wheel-drive coun inte 
_the Central: Block. of the Little Desert. (Minimum 5 passengers ~: lunch 
provided:except half day)..Per Person: . $13. -half day, ‘$17. - three quarter, 
$20. — full day. 


* Visit lake habitat for bird watching within half - three quarter hour drive - 
subject to seasonal presence ‘of waters (up-to-date information will be 
provided ). 


% “Films, videos and alidee: will be available for showing in the rerines if 
required, ’ 


al Saturday night W.V.F. Ne ¢ A. necee with ee aramenS of cise Bequgtehote' i 
. Wimmera Study Area IeeeHES £3 lea, a 


‘fa a 


Accommodation: - 
Unpowered camp sites $4.00 per night 
Powered camp/caravan sites $6.50 per night. 


Twin D, B& B accommodation - - shared facilities $28.50 per nerson per night 
Twin D, B& B accommodation - private facilities $35.00 per person per ecad 


Accommodation includes dinner, bed, : breaktasy end linen, 
Packed lunch available $2.50 to $4.50. 
:. Campers may have full cooked breakfast $6. 50, or 3 course dinner $10. 00 in: 
dining room.if desired - bookings neeessary.- 
Lodge has BYO licence and cool room facilities are ENR G for shies storage. 


Enquiries arid | Bookings. ‘ 
For further .general information phone George Cornwall (053) 82. 2343 (.A/H): or: 
(053) 82 5011. (business). 

Camp and accommodation bookings must be made in advance alban Newnan ‘and Whimpy 
Reichelt, Little Desert Lodge, (053) 91 5232. Please advice whether bookings 
required for one or two nights and expected time of arrival. If possible please 
arrive on Friday Evening. 


6. ; 
LOOKING AT BIRDS’ -2-". BIRDS IN BLACK - CROWS AND RAVENS | 


There are five species of the genus Corvus endemic to Australia. All are 
difficult to identify in the field, and even their distribution maps are 
still not considered accurate, 


Until the 196048" only three native éorvids were mecopnized: the: Australian 
ravet €Corvus® ‘e6ronoides), | the Little crow (C. bennetti) and the. Torpesian 
(formerly Auétraviian ) crow (C. orru). But it is now accepted that. the. hg 
Australian raven consists, in fact, of three different forms, which have 


JL? 


differentiated ; sufficiently: to be:considered different species and now includes 


the Forest raven (Cc. tasmanicus)_. found mostly in Tasmania .and, the: Little: Raven . 
(C.mellori) found only in South-east Australia (Pizzey). 


cajepotl cy cre bt 

The terms 'Raven' and'Crow! although used specifically for one or, other species, 
only refers to slight differences in plumage. Down colour in ravens is ashy-brown, 
whilst .ecrows:are snow-white., In fact the! scientific name for’ the Australdan 

raven translated means:- raven like crow (Corvus L = crow: coronoides Gk: 
corone.= crow, -oides = like No. ms, RG ER Tarte cae Peres rich a 


‘ Rees Mans PERE Ss Ya aaa TER Oy Dank 


Ti ‘the identification of NiSeeR TET Shawa pavers Teube sed! mainly | on: rere 
behaviour and distribution. Fe hivisar eed te ARG ene 


DISTRIBUTION rae gt eet * < Cisiie ces reson -etUG one 


. Australian Raven. Ad. states but! absent from northwest Australia, [s°.sfu * 

Little: Raven. . - South-east Australie. including! King Is. but. not: Tasmania, 

forest Raven. .. Tasmaniaiand lower South Eastern: parts of” “ore HELENS EE 
Present on King Island. 


Little Crow Inland Australia except range does, reach the coast in Vode. 
Sais eo eae drys times comes’ to. the southern parts of the. Murray, 
papa 4) Darling’ System. 
NOR ESHasA Crow Tropical Australia extending more southerly doim the N 8. Me 
f sa iv. -. (€oastvand across to Western Australia. © 


Comment:- There is no place in Australia where all five species occur anes 
together.’ In :general one catyiexpect crows in the. North.and Ravens in the’ south, 
although in Western N.S.W. one could have the Australian Raven, Little Raven, 
and Little Crow in the same location. In Victoria comparing CHEE ERETOSE 
between the SSSI and Little Raven is the most important, 


YOICE 


Australian Raven *Yaa-adh-aahaah" is the most common characteristic. eall, 

TRA ee ores with the last note descending and ending ina gargle. __ 

biel Soe ah res ‘Slower tempo than little raven, Many other notes and gargles, 
Little Raven "Cor-cor-cor-cor" on "“ark-ark-ark-ark", SNCS tempo, 


more clipped and does not.taper off. 
Forest Raven "Korr-Korr-Korr", Deepest caller with the ee note drawn out. 
sittle Crow - Nasal high pitched..sound "uk-uk-uk-uk" or "ok-ok-ok-ok — 
; . never ean "a" sourid“as“with ‘the Australian raven. 
iRoramersficwa Omar Described as a prolonged nasal "narkenark-nark", 


Comumens:- Since writing the above we have tried to pay~ stoser itentiont to" 
Nerow calls", There is certainly a range of calls“and“it would be interesting | 
to hear a tape with all the five species recorded. The distinctive different 
“calls | seem to be the secret. ‘to (Proper Bea iaksenceleres : 


LOO: NG AT BIRDS - 2 - 


SIZE 


Australi 1 Raven 
Little Ra =n 
Forest Rave ° 
Little Crow 
Torresian Cro 


continued 


520 millimetres. 
500. millimetres. 
520 millimetres. 
480 millimetres. 
500 millimetres. 


Comment:- Diffe, neces in size of only around 8%, between the species means 
Such variations wi 1 be of little use in the field, A little raven I picked 
up dead on Torrens . land measured only 440 millimetres. 


BEHAVIOUR Throughout ‘he inland, wherever large trees are able to grow, 

fhe Torresian Crow speci.3 is able to live and breed, The Little Crow is also 
common throughout the interior and is extensively nomadic. Like-wise 
co-existence between the Australian and Little Raven is achieved by the 
smaller bird adopting a nomadic way of life for most of the year. sires 
The Little Raven also breeds later, and uses smaller trees for nesting. ° 

For more details read Ian Rowley's very good book "Bird Life". ties 


SUMMARY The purpose of this article was to help the observer differentiating . 
Between the various members of the Corvus family. My conclusions are that 

field differentiation is extremely difficult, and the best method is to 

study the various corvus calls, 


However, maybe, when we are recording bird lists, in the southern states we 
should record 'Little Raven’ instead-of. just 'R aven' more often. 


Submitted by Chris and Sandra Bunn, 


¥¥ XX XK RK ¥ 


The Native Plant Group is sponsoring a visit from The Australian Native Orchid 
Society, Victorian Group. The subject is an "Introduction to the Cultivation 
and Preservation of Australian Native Terrestrial Orchids". fe . 
There will be a talk by expert growers and Slides of orchids in cultivation, 
and possibly.,sample pots of actual orchids growing. The date is Friday 18th 
September, and the venue is the Strathdale Community Centre. On Saturday 19th 
and Sunday 20th September there will be Orchid Tours of our area. 

Intérésted members are welcome to join in the Friday talk and the Saturday 
and Sunday, excursion. a 

The Societies motto is: All Native Orchids are Protected in the Wild, their 
Collection is Illegal. Poe ON ok oe. 


¥ XK RR KK * 


OUTSTANDING BOOKS sf iis 
Would all. members presently having publications from the Glub Library please 
return them, 


8. 
BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 


Bird Observers Group meeting, July 3 1987. 
Observations 


Little Wattlebird, 1, White Hills, 9/6/87 

Little Friarbird, 1, Kingower Forest, 1987 

Little Friarbird, several, Kennington Reservoir, 23/6/87 
Blue-faced Honeyeater, 2, Kennington Res¢rvoir, 23/6/87 

Brown-headed Honeyeater, 12, Epsom, 10/6/87 s 

Tawny-crowned Honeyeater, hundreds, Inglewood, 1987. 


Black Faleon, 1, Nennington, 6/4/87 ’ 

Wedge-tailed Eaglé, 1, neer Taradate,’ 28/6/87 ee ae ° eae 
Brown Falcon, ‘1 “Epsdm; 30/6/87 ; ae NG | a 
Bleckesnontaenes Kite, 1, Epsom, 30/6/87 °° 2 er res 

Boobook Owl, 1, Flore ‘Hill, 3/7/87, a 


Rose Robin, 2;) Sart 13 Gully, 24/6/87. - boat rd CX Pa pre eae ary 
White-tailed War bh ens nesting, Maiden. ‘Gully, Nov. 1985. “4 
Chestnut-rumped Hylacola ,, 1, Sedgwick, 29/6/87.: rye 

Southern Whiteface; 6;: Naiden. Gully; .Nov. 11986 = Tek Z 

Speckled Warbler, 1 or 2; Strathfieldsaye,: 6/6/87. beets 

Rufous Songlarks overwintening | Inglewood, 1987 |. tose 

Zebra Finches, about 12, Strathfieldsaye, 20/6/87 

Little Button-duail, Maiden: Gully;: Dec L985 \iioe aint oo ase 
Pied Currawong, 1, Sedgwick,*24/6/87.: : = Gefoe  Oalpectias 
King Parrot and Satin Bowerbird, Lake: Rildon, 14 16/6/87. rod! cutee @ falas 


witveee LAE THY To 


Early signs of nesting:- 
Crested Pigeons sitting on a nest, 15/6/87 aes Strathfieldsaye. 
Ravens, Wattlebirds and Magpies gathering nesting material. $22) feos: 
Yellow-rumped and Spotted Pardalotes SESS burrows, 

Musk Lorikeets., Jaspe: ving hollows, 


Lists so bnitted 


Strathfielde-:re @, (James Cook Drive area), 1986 = 10/6/87. 
Kooyoora State Park, 6-8/6/37 ; 

Spring Gully Water Reserve, 21/6/87 

NOTES. np s ig Pte, Z Sit FETS re err ea ry 
Highlight of the month Was “undoubtedly the sighting of a Little Wattlebird 
feeding in flowering | eucelypts . in thé Botanic Gardens at White Hills, ‘ 

This bird is normally roa sedéntary, (i. ee non-migratory) occupant of ‘coastal | 
scrub, and you would expect’ ‘to see it no closer to Bendigo than suburban 
Melbourne, How. this individual reached Bendigo is unknown, but the: observation 
wis made by three very experienced and reputable observers and cannot ‘He aoe 
doubted, There Pave, ;b cen three previous reports of the Little Wattlebira in 
this district, all also in suburban Bendigo. The species differs from the 
abundant Red Wattlebird most noticably in its darker plumage, slightly smaller 
size and different, thovgh equally harsh calls. 


The Tawny-crowned Honeyeater is, in this district, more or less confined 
to mallee vegetation, and although widespread there, is usually only seen in 
ones or twos. However, ‘hundreds! were seen at various patches of flowering 
Flame Heath Astroloma conostephioides near Inglewood, an extraordinary 
concentration indeed, Néctar mist Have been abundant, for at one: -patoh- of - the- 
Heath (the bést patch), nine other species of honeyeaters were aliso seen. ; 


a 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS continued 


Like its cousin the Noisy Friarbird (see last month's Notes), the Little 
Friarbird is fairly rare near Bendigo, but much more common cnly a little , 

to the east, for e.g. at Rushworth, Several were seen with two Bineetacede a= 
Honeyeatersat Kennington Reservoir, and one was present in the Kingower 
Forest. Both sightings were associated with blossoming Red Ironbark, Rae 
Eucalyptus sideroxylon.' At. Kennington, the Friarbirds were relentlessly oe 
attacked by Red Wattlebirds, but the larger Blue-faced Honeyeaters ea 

the fray. ae puvert 


The “Black Falcon is always an exciting bird to see, but due to both rarity 
and the difficultisa’ of. sure identification, it is not often reported in 
this district. The ‘one seén in ‘April this year at Kennington - flew. slowly 
over the treetops; and, ay have . been attempting to flush birds from the wet 
foliage of. the, ‘trees... 


Following on from last, month's aoa of a Rose Robin comes ; two further | 
sightings. Both were from Spring Gully and on the same day, but they were 
seen over a kilometre apart. One was an uncoloured bird; the other a. superb» 
rose-breasted male, The latter: was seen within twenty metres of parties of 
Flame and: Scarlet, Robins, with coloured males of those species present: aleoset 


a definite bright spot on a dull overcast day, Fs ep he te - 


The Pied Currawong migrates to this district from the mountains, remaining © i 
over winter. At this time of year larger numbers are to be seen even ‘further a 
inland, for e.g. at Echuca and Cohuna, but Bendigo sightings have been 

particularly scarce iupah year - > AONE single bird seen Be Sedgwick is the only 
report yet received .: 


teereahinr: 

Speaking: of ae the Rufous Songlark normally leaves the Rein in. ae 
the cooler months, However, six birds have remained near Inglewood. As is. ox. 
typical of the . species; | these individuals have made their pEeBenge all +00 semget 
obvious. with. their. persistent, loud song. “£5 


Two retrospective’ reports. from Maiden Gully in 1985 were received. 
The Little Button-quail is.an irregular. visitor to the district, though. its ny 
may be more common: than we realize, How few. observers go birding in typical. om 
quail. habitat!. In bushland nearby, a pair. of White-tailed (or Western) .+.: 
Warblers nested..in November, This species: is a resident of the district, ‘. yr} 
but is not so well known. A pair of these birds nested at: Kennington. about. ners 
three years ago, as well, 


vat R¥ RH RK KY 
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EXOURSION REPORT tC (‘(Cet”;tSC*™” by Win Demeo. 


On,Sunday 12th July, six.members of the Club went on a working—bee, aeatrovinen 
_ African. Boneseed ,plants. . The first place we went was a mullock heap in Watkins 
St., Eaglehawk. Several: plants had previously been cut down, put. had copiced, . 
so we dug these out completely. From there we went to a small area between: the. 
Bendigo Grass Tennis Courts and the Ladies Bowling Green, to remove two large 
plants. We then went to the road near Monier, we did not find any boneseed ~ 
plants, but we destroyed some prickly pear, After lunch we went:along the. 
railway line near White Hills Bowling Green and destroyed 86 plants.;on. are 
near railway land. We were confronted by a woman with a couple of pees dogs, 
she wanted to know what we-were doing there. ee 
Finally, three Club members visited the Chinese Diggings Reserve ‘and « removed * 
another 24 boneseed plants. After this enjoyable excursion we ‘bad removed '131 Sait 


10; 
EN _EVEN ING WITH THE BOTANISTS 


Botany Group Meeting June 25th 1987, 
There were seven members present. 


On _the Specimen Table my 


A pot cultivated specimen of. Pterostylis longifolia - the Tall Gaeennioeds two 
plants. 

Three Hakeas:i— n, Jourina, Ha: -petiolaris, H,. sericea, the only Hakea indigenous 
to our area’ «+: ee Set 
Grevilleas:- G, cites © nl G. ‘eomttnata Queen, 1 bee 
Six Acacias:- A, iteaphylla, A. berkleri,( two S.A.; varieties, ), A flexifolia, 
the winte r flowering. Variety localised in the Whipstick,: A, lanigera from +: 
Diamond Hill, and A, podalyriivolia, a Queensland Wattle which has found favour 
as a. irden “specimen, and showing ‘bloom at ‘least a: month early, eG 

A. genestifolia, tvo specimens, taken from different ‘shrubs, ‘one SnBWing! 

that the bloom had reached its peak, and the other, with 4 ‘long branch wth: 
many buds’ still co SEE) thus Sena URE BOOS, eloueuine season of this 
species, i 

Two forms of Cakirea refllexs’ { parden grown andl flovering vell, and attracting 
the White-naped Honeyeater-and the Eastern Spinebilly 
Eriostemonverrucosus, an early: SEES in ehgene GEST cagerness ae wes variety 
to burst into full flower. 

There was also a report of a a, flower sten of Pterostylis Seer Tiors rien raat 
ten_spent, flowers on it, This. plant > by. previous observations, and reports in 
various “Orchid books, has itv. tO. five flowers. 


Gratian Hill ‘ai played a ‘fine ‘Colles tion of colour photographs depicting the _ 
orchids of the Whipstick. Included were the ser ly pares four ? members of the 
Rufa Group? Pterostylis bilseta yo. ls pusitie - ° P, setifera, 
and P, beormanii. The lest: nanedvhaving besn meconted years! legos’ had ‘not ‘been 
seen in the Whipstick in reeant times until found by Bill. Flentje last year, | 
A specimen was submitted to, and identified py, the Victorian Native Orchid 
Society. There were twenty. six, different varietizs depicted in the, display. — 


Jack's Video Show, of local indigenous plants currently in flower has become 

a regular, popular feature of Sur meetings, "Keep it up Jack", This months 
edition started off with the ree) antics of a’ young Brown Snake,’ (not in | 
flower), but clearly s howing' + He peculiar markings on the head and HESS) ves 
 inmediately declared it +o ber ‘'@ young -Broim, : oe : 


The Whipstick form of Correa refleza, green flowered, silee the red. flowered 
form of the same Correa, end to add further, alongside was another different 
colour form, a beautiful pink, with a lemon-yellow skirt which extended 
upwards to occupy half the length of the bell. Three different colour forms, 
put exactly similar leaves, - : . 


Casuarina ‘muelleriand, showing male-flower catkins. These plants are dicecious, 
that is, one plant has pore flowers, only, another plant has female’filowers only. 
The: female plant bears the NY and : the EUSTIERS SSE OF a small: bunch of. 
reddish coloured styles. wage ' Bie Oth 
Hakea “sericea, the Silky Hakea. ae of : a ee As ai . 
Acacia: ‘flexifolia, the Bent ‘Leaf’ Wattle, a \ -winter flowering | form of acacia 
localised in the Whipstick, . Pong Pe 


Pterostylis arviflora, the ‘Tar ny Greenhood,. generally reckoned to be autumn 
flowering, but was stilt flowering | on the sixth of June, it was noted that. 
the flowering stem rose, not, from the centre of the rosette, “but from the side. 


ll, 


AN EVENING WITH THE BOTANISTS continued 
Acianthus exsertus, the Gnat Orchid, generally frequents moist rocky outcrops, 
With a heartshaped leaf which is a reddish purple underneath. 


Pterostylis longifolia, the Tall Greenhood, with the irritable labellun, ~ 
and carrying four to six flowers on a tall stem. The cultivated specimens 
on the table, one fifteen inches high, had ten long, narrow, pointed, partly 
stem-clasping leaves, spaced evenly up the stem, with the top leaf enfolding 
the bottom of the lower flower pedicle, This orchid has no basal leaves or ~.—. 
rosette, 


Drosera wittakerii, with the green and red, amount clasping rosettes which . 
appear numerously on moist patches on the forest floor in early winter, and 
later bear the beautifully, pure white flowers, This plant is insectiverous, 
trapping small insects in the sticky, droplets, carried on the ends of the ~ 
.heairs which grow from the leaves, 


Orange-red Bracket Fungus on Ironbark logs and several other coloured fungi 


White ogense albiflora ‘Winter flowering, discovered in a new locality in the 
Whipstick, Ss jie 


White-throated Nightjar on the nest. 


1 henner 


The rest of the evening was spent viewing and discussing Whipstick Flora, as 
depicted by Graham's fine collection of colour photos, and a tasty SSE as’ 
a Se end to an inveres tine evening. 
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' WILDFLOWER DIARY FOR AUGUST 


August is the unofficial: starting time of the busy wildflower season. 
This isthe time when the so-called dormant period finishes and the bush © 
starts to come to life with its flashes of colour. 

Some of the flowers: that cen be seen this month are:- 


Orchids Pterostylis robusta | large Striped Greenhood 
Pterostylis nutans Nodding Greenhood 
Diuris maculata Leopard Orchid 
Wattles Acacia pyenantha Golden Wattle 
_ Acacia gunnii Ploughshare Wattle 
yer - Acacia aspera Rough Wattle 
Pea Family Hardenbergia violacea ' Purple Coral-péa 
: ; Hovea heterophylla _ Common Hovea 
. Dillwynia glaberrima _ Smooth Parrot-pea 
Others * Boronia anemonifolia. Sticky Boronia 


Eriostemon verrucosus 
Phebalium obcordatum 
Logania albiflora 


Prostanthera aspalathoides 


Drosera whittakerii 
Hakea sericea 


Fairy Wax-flower 
Dainth Phebalium 
Narrow-leaf - Logania 


Melichrus ureolatus Urn Heath 
Hyposis pusilla Tiny Star 
'. Baeckea ramosissima . Rosy Baeckea 
‘ Anguillaria dioica Early Nancy 


. Scarlet Mint-bush 


Scented Sundew 
Silky Hakea 


12. 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP - BIRD OF THE -NIGHT DISCUSSION MARCH (1987 


SUBJECT: _Melcome Swallow - Hirundo. neoxena . 


APPEARANCE: A medium=small bird: 15 ems or 6" long. Tee plumage, mainly 
irridescent blue, black, and dark brown. Forehead and throat, a rich tan 
colour, whitish on the rest of the under body. Tail dark-brown “and See 
distinctly forked,,, and a Tow of white spots near the end, : 


CALLS: - While in: flight, high pitched ‘twittering and single notes: when sefened, 
sometimes sings avpheasant, ‘high pitched, warbling and twittering song. * 


HABITAT: Open COME open visree te and urban areas, USUI & near water, z 
or swampy areas. E 


DISTRIBUTION ; Tasmania, southern and eastern areas of eared Merceitae 
and ‘in recent times has colonized New Zealand. 


BREEDING: Breeds from August to December. Builds a nest of mud and vegetation, 
attached to vertical surfaces of buildings, bridges, culverts,, mine shafts, 
tree hollows or cave walls. It is lined with grass, hair-and-feathers.” al 
Four to: six.eggs are laid, white, with browm spots and freckles, mainly. at 

the larger end. Tneubation takes about 16 days, and fledging 19 days, the 
young are fed by the parents for a further three weeks. Both parents build 

the nest, incubate, and brood the young and feed then, Incubation begins whet 
the last egg is laid, The young birds return to the nest at night for a long: 
time after they. first. leave the nest, and the yo 7ents also camp EERO 


Hy 
Sant 


A second brood may be raised each season,:. ' Penal ae 


FOOD: A variety of insects are caught on the wing, including moths, butterflies, 
flies, mosquitoes, midges. They are very purtial to mayflies when they are hatching. 


GENERAL: Welcome Swallows are closely related to White-backed Swallows, Tree 
Martins, and Fairy Martins, all of which occur in the Bendigo District. Martins 
ean be distinguished from Swallows, .-especially in-flight,-as-the Martins have 

a square tail whereas the Swallows have distinctly forked tails, The white 
pack of the White-backed Svallow, distinguishes it fromthe Welcome Swallow. 
The reddish-brown head of the Fairy Martin distinguishes it from the Tree Martin, 
which has only a very small patch of chestnut colour on itts forehead. 

The White-backed Swallow digs a burrow into a bank of a creek, a cutting or 
similar near vertical soil surface, and builds a nest at the end of a tunnel: 
The Tree Martin uses a small hollow tree spout or hole in which to build its 
nest, or occasionally a hole in a cliff-face or building may be used. 

Fairy Martins nest in colonics, 2nd butted horizontal bos suas nud nests, 
under overhanging banks,. cliffs and rock cavities. 

In flight, Swallows and Martins all have sharp, short single Baap calls. 
One member claims also that at times all of the Swallows and Martins each eS 
similar; pleasant twittering songs similar to the Welcome Swallow. SET 
They all drink on the wing, by skimming over the surface of a ‘dam, or lake. 

It was noted too that the White-backed Swallow can be identified from the 
Martins, because the whole of its back is white, Fe in soy whereas the’. 
Martins only have white rumps, 

An observation of a Tree Martins nest hollow indicated that: mud had been used 
round the nest. opening of uke tree hollow, and vet hey) use gum leaves in the 
nest. 

Another observation at Fairy Tota nest colonies indicated that: sometimes a 
dead bird is found part way out of the nest, The theory is that as the birds 
are continuing to add mud to the entrance of the nest while nesting is proceeding, 
that inadvertently the mud has hardened andi the entrance made too narrow while 
the other bird was inside, and it was unable to SIEEIES | 


compiled by Bill Flentje. 
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cH BIRD DROPPING SPIDER 


The Bird Dropping Spider or Deaths Head Spider occurs in many gardens around — 
our district, but because of its superb carouflage, usually goes unnoticed. 
Turing the ‘day it will place itself against a branch or stem, with its legs 
punched ‘¢lose to its body, giving the appearance ‘of a piece of bird dung. ; 
When darkness falls it will suspend itself on a thread of web an inch or two 
below its daytime, roost. Here it will await for its meal, remarkably the meal 
comes: ‘to it. It is believed that the spider. emits a strong scent that. is 
attractive to, some’ species of night flying moths. 


So effective. is the method, that on inspection one morning, three moths! were. 
present, one being devoured, another awaiting its turn and a third, a dry 
shell, its body’ drained of fluid, The method of catching its prey does not | 
involve a, web. It seems that the scent it emits is sexually appealing. to the” a; 
moths, they come. in close and: are snatched by the spider. 


One summer: I- discovered a. fat female on our rose trellis . She Was sO a 
fed that 14 egg sacs were produced: that summer, I never did see the male, but 
watched the. young part from their brown partchment eggs, In une cooler months 
of Autumn and Winter, night. flying moths become very scarce.” 

Some nights I would attract. ‘moths by using a powerful torch, They were 
gratefully received’ ‘by my fat female, who would snatch then from my fingers. 


Inevitably the moths became so- scarce that my female lost condition and: her. 
abdomen. became’ quite small, Around mid-winter she desappeared. Since then 

I have found a small number of these spiders on various shrubs in the garden, 
One I found in a shrub at the waters edge of Cairn Curran. 


by Harvey Rich. 
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BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP REPORT 


Look after and at your dry trees! ‘This was a message from Mrs Ellen McCulloch 
of the Bird Observers Club at the July meeting of the Bird Observers Group. 
Their usefulness can be surprising. as 
Mrs McCulloch, Guest Speaker, also drew attention to the usefulness of” the” 
Cherry Ballart to a number of birds and insects. Another area of interest in her 
illustrated talk was the Australian Bird Environment Fund, ‘to which $5.00 

of ‘each :subseription. is. allotited,: and she gave etancestot: the diverse projects 
assisted by this fund, including a preliminary survey of the Red Goshawk in 
New South Wales... 

Mrs Tess Kidot. accompanied Mrs’ ‘MéCulléch, and was a welcome visitor, Tt. is 
recalled that’ these’ ladies eoliaborated on the beautiful book. ipirag of 
Australian Gardens", which: wag illustrated by ReMee pus rer. Ag 


KEKE ER RK RO! 


NOMINATIONS FOR COMMEDTEE, 1987/88 at yan 


Members are reminded that ‘nomindtions are to be submitted at the August General 
Meeting. There will be little time for business at this meeting, so please 
have nominations ready. ..: Sun 


14. 
COPY OF A LETTER FROM THE ROYAL AUSTRALASIAN ORNITHOLOGISTS UNION 


The Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union Nest Record Scheme aims to 

provide comprehensive data on the. breeding biology of Australian:birds,:.. 
Although little such information-is at present available, the Nest Record | rt 
Scheme CE hag,” since its inception in 1963, begun to achieve: similar. gine 
success to, that enjoyed by . other. schemes throughout the world. The breeding ..., 
information in the scheme, is ‘used for.research and management and can be. 
particularly, valuable as a tool for ecological and conservation. studies eo + feet 
Several papers have been written based, exclusively upon data from:the - scheme... 
All contributors to the scheme receive a Newsletter which outlines developments 
within the scheme and brief results of any analysis currently being carried 
out. Contributors : ‘can thus feel that their efforts will be put to’ good use.” 


In order to inerease _participation in the scheme all natural history groups 
such as your own are being” contacted in the hope that you.may be able to 
promote the scheme among st - “your, members, Any,records, on. any - aspect of 
breeding activity; whether it bea complete account of a particular nest, 
or simply of nest building ‘or!the feeding of - dependent yoting , ‘is: valuable = 
and: even one or two records per yee” are welcome; ‘ 


It “would be greatly appreciated if you could promote participation in thei ays 
Nest Record Scheme amongst your. members; :If any member. is particularly... ..2 
interested. in the scheme. we are. also looking for. Regional peenecentatives. 

to organise and promote the scheme in their region, to act as an avenue of 
communication between NRS contributors in regional areas and the’ NRS Committee ' 
and to liase with the NRS Committee -where the scheme can assist: ‘in local - 
conservation matters,:. agneeiy GSTN) acess 


If we can assist with ee ee please feel free to bontect us. 
We look forward to hearing from you in the future. 


Headquarters: 21 Gladstone Street, 
‘s . , .Moonee Ponds. 3039. 
Tel.(03) 370 1272 
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COMMITTEE REPORT JULY 1987. 3 
1, . The Committee has’ recommended an inerease Tote one dollar. in all. gatezories 
oye subsoriptions to cover increased running costs.. Ne 


2. New, menhers are: Mr and Mrs R, is of Kennington; gre David oni bale of 
North Bendigo. 


2, The Club is to be awarded the Town and Country Planning Authority 1987 
Certificate of. Planning Achievement (Whipstick Preservation). 


AyLTL conjunction with sub-groups,. the Club will amend the flora and fauna’ ~ 
lists for the Whipstick and Kamarooka Parks.. 


5. Members will be invited to participate in the R. A. 0. V. bird Ree and 
breeding survey. ae 


6, Conseryation: Strategy of Wekesnou iblication will he available at the next 
General, Meeting. : 

7, G,. Hill and J. Kellam will be Club nominees for the Whipstick Parks 
Advisory Committee. 


8, The next committee ‘meeting will be at Moors', Mandurang South Rd.,Sedgwick, 
at 8.00 p.m, on August 19. 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


Address fer correspondence, P.0. Box 396, Bendigo 3550 ree Ae 


OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1986-1987 


PRESIDENT 2s Rob Moors 


Mandurang South Rd.,R.S.D.Sedgwick 39 6254 


SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D, Raywood 36 9226 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Watkins Marnie Rd«, Kennington - . 43 4891: 
SECRETARY Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Rd.,. Epsom 48 4396 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY... Rob Watkins Marnie Rd., Kennington . 43 4891 
TREASURER Helene Boon Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood | Bley Sey 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D., Hayne 36 9226 
EXCURSION/SYLLABUS John Habaobncee Burns S150 GREEEEEO | * 39-7308. 
ORGANISER © i 
LIBRARIAN | “&" Glenise Moors Mandurans# South Rai R S D.Sedewiek 39 6254, 
WHIRRAKEE COLDER Grahan Hill is Curnow: St.,Golden. Square 42 4016 


Membership of the Bendigo Field. Naturalists Club. is open to all those interested 
in natural history. The membership. subscription rates are: Single $12.00, 
Family $16.00, Pensioner. and Children $7,00. Whirrakee subscription only $12. 00. 


General Meetings are held on: ‘the second Wednesday. of. each month’ at the Conference 
Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland. Highway, ‘Epsom. Meetings start at 
7,30 p.m. and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Exeursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special Services 
Complex jn Havlin St. Fast, Bendigo, unless otherwise. specified. 

Full. day excursions normally commence at 10,00°a.m. (usually on-a Sunday). 

Walf day excursions normally commence at:2,00 p.m. and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are vugually held on the weekend following 
the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times in a year, usually 
co-inciding with lone weekenis or holiday periods. 


The B.F. Ne C. has five sub-grouns:- 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday ¢ of ‘the month | at the 
Acriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 

President: Harvey Rich, 58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough 61 1698 

Secretary: Nancy Stone, 3 Brodie St., Bendigo:43 7993 


The BOTANY GROUP’ meets on the fourth Thursday of the month at 7.30 p.m. at the 
Biology Lah., Applied Science.1 Building, B. CA. ie sfuniess: otherwise announced). 


Convenor: Graham Hill (42 4016) 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an "as required” basis. As far as practicable, 
meetings details will be advertised in the "Whirrakee" dtary aie) “hvnsed TT! 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves St. Bendigo ‘43 7673 


The MAMMAL SURVEY: GROUP meets on the third Thur sday , of the month, at 7.30 >.m 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly Diary. 

President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 

Secretary: Bill Holsworth,, 13 Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


The JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP meets on the first Sunday in the sabi 


from we Pe. to « 0 


p-m., at the Edycation Department Special Services. 


Complex, Havlin aby, Bendigo. Group activities are open to the 8-18 years . 

age group, together with their younger brothers and sisters, if accompanied, 

’ by parents. (Parents will be needéd for help with transportation on” excursions.) 
Organisers: Jane Cleary, Goynes Rd., Vhite Hills 48 4396 


Jan Fenselau, Buckland St., White Hills 48 4384 


DIARY 


MEETINGS . i 
Wed.Aug. 12 Speakers: Subjects: 
Don Franklin -~.- Whipstick Botany 
John Lindner ~~ i. Whipstick Mammals _ . 
John Kellam _ Whipstick Birds 


Wed. Sept. 9 Annual Meeting.. £ 
Speaker: Rob Moors - President's Address. 


Wed, Oct. 14 Speaker: R. Allen, Subject: Spiders and Insects. 
EXCURSIONS Sy ; 


Sun, Aug.16 Full Day. Mt. Kooyoora State Park, Leader: Mavis Needs... 
o7 i> “ Botany, bird-watching and viewing rock formations, 
Depart Inglewood Town Hall, Verdon St. at 10.00 a.m. 
Lunch 12.30 at Picnic area at Melville Caves. 
‘After lunch, Park Ranger John Kneebone, wilt ROR) address © 
the. Members. . 


Sun. Sept. 13 Leader: Mr Ian Hoffman - - Ranger Gangenrnen, Forests & Tends. 
2 pepe ‘Travel to Rushworth arriving approximately 11.00_a.m. aN 
Visits to forest and swamp locations. Interests: Sey botany . 
and general. 
MEET AT EDUCATION CENTRE, HAVLIN ST. AT 10,00. A.M. 


Sept. 20-27 Grampians Camp, Roses Gap Road 
ie First week of the school holidays, from sinday 20th September 
a ee er, to the following: weekend, ay 
‘ See May "Whirrakee" for details. 
Please telephone John Lindner (39 7308) if you intend to Bo. 
A map to the camp site will be supplied. 


Sun,Oct,11 Full day. Mt. Ida and Dargile Forest, Meet at Havlin St., or 
: outside Education Dept, at 10.00 a.m. We will be Melerene he 
the recovery from the fires earlier this year. ye 
Leaders to be announced, 


Sun.0ct, 18 Full day. Muckleford and Smiths Reef Forests. 
, With members of Castlemaine and Maryborough F.N.C.'s 
Meet at 10.00 a.m. in the carpark of the Castlemaine Market, . 
Mostyn Street, The carpark itself is behind the market in 
Forrest Street. 


— OBSERVERS GROUP. ° Eas hprio 
pt. val Meeting aed election of Office Bearers. 
7,30 p.m. Dept. of Agriculture, Epsom. 
’ Speaker: David Baker-Gabb. Subject: _The, Plains Wanderer. 
Bird of The Night: Corellas. 


BOTANY GROUP a ey . py 
Thurs. Aug. 27 ©6730 p.m- at J. Kellam's home, 7 Patrick St., SHEER (2 

MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP . 
Thurs Aug, 20 7.30 p.m. at Graham Hill's home, an Curnow Stay ‘Golden Square, 
JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP 

Sin. Sept.6 Jonn Neil will lead an excursion in Redcastle - Mount Gamer: area. 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wed ,Aug.19 8.00 p.m. at R. and G. Moors! home, Mandurang South Rd., 


Sedgwick. 


